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Visit our new website at thechesterfieldshop.com or call Jim at 905-751-9758
or email jim@thechesterfieldshop.com for a virtual or private appointment

Our family
is proud to
have served
this great
community
since 1948

ALL LOCATIONS (416) 667-1150 TOLL-FREE 1-800-721-0081
www.thechesterfieldshop.comthechesterfieldshop thechesterfieldshop

** OAC and not applicable to markdowns and floor clearances

NOW OPEN!
Mississauga

1248 Dundas St. E.

(W. of Dixie)

North York
4900 Dufferin St.

(S. of Steeles)

Scarborough
1218 Kennedy Rd.

(N. of Lawrence)

Downtown/City-Size
275 King St. E.

(E. of Sherbourne)

Newmarket
17940 Yonge St.,

(N. of Hwy 9/ Davis Dr.)

Midtown/City-Size
2045 Yonge St.

(S. of Eglinton)

SOFAS • SOFA BEDS • RECLINERS • SECTIONALS • CHAIRS • THEATRE SEATING

THE CHESTERFIELD SHOP
CONTEMPORARY LEATHER & FABRIC SEATING

WE DELIVER
ANYWHERE!

AN EXTRA 5% OFF ALL
LEATHER & FABRIC SEATING

TAKE 10% OFF EVERYTHING!
PLUS

FOR AN AMAZING
“EXPERIENCE”
JUST SCAN HERE

¸

For the first time, longtime Toron-
tonian Andrew Usher is consider-
ing buying a home. The reason? He
moved to Montreal.

In March 2021, Usher uprooted
his decade-long life in Toronto’s
west end to pursue a degree at Con-
cordia University while continuing
to work full-time remotely at his
Toronto IT job.

Noticing condo prices were dras-
tically lower in his new city, Usher
decided to house hunt and is now
preapproved for a $450,000 mort-
gage, which can buy him a one- or
two-bedroom apartment. 

“I don’t think these prices exist in
Toronto,” he said. 

The average cost of a condo apart-
ment in Toronto was more than
$820,000 in April, compared to
Montreal, which is around
$410,000. 

Affordability is one of the reasons
experts say they’re seeing a shifting
trend of Ontarians moving to its
eastern neighbour. For the first
time since the early 1970s, more
Ontarians moved to Quebec in
2020-2021 than Quebecers to On-
tario, according to Statistics Cana-
da. 

Flexible work arrangements is an-
other driving force behind the shift,
as is Quebec’s booming economy
that is catching up to Ontario’s.

“The pandemic helped expand re-
mote work and caused housing
prices to run up significantly (in
Ontario),” said Marc Desormeaux,
a senior economist at Scotiabank.
It’s part of the reason why it pushed
record numbers of people to leave
Ontario, he said. 

Back in Toronto, Usher paid

$1,300 for his share of an apartment
he split with three people. But in
Montreal, he pays $1,200 a month
in rent for his entire one-bedroom
plus den apartment.

“I get to see how far my dollar goes
here and how much easier it is to
live. Being in Montreal has me re-
thinking my trajectory of where I
want to live,” he said. 

While the migration to Quebec
from Ontario is significant, the
number is small, Desormeaux said. 

In 2020-2021, 16,469 people
moved from Ontario to Quebec
while 16,370 moved from Quebec to
Ontario, resulting in a net gain of 99
people, Statistics Canada said. By
comparison during the five years
before the pandemic, almost 6,000
more people were moving from
Quebec to Ontario on average each
year.

Two regions that saw significant
migration were Ottawa and the
border city of Gatineau. In 2020-
2021, 367 people moved to Ottawa
while 1,175 moved to Gatineau, said
Marc Termote, an associate profes-
sor in the department of demogra-
phy at the Université de Montréal. 

At the beginning of the pandemic,
home prices in the nation’s capital,
which attracts workers globally, ac-
celerated and the number of Otta-
wa residents buying homes in
cheaper Gatineau nearly doubled,
representing about 11 per cent of the
market, according to the Canadian
Mortgage and Housing Corp.

Previous migrations to Ontario
from Quebec were led by Ontario’s
stronger economy, Quebec’s politi-
cal unrest, and language laws that
pushed out anglophones. Accord-
ing to a 2016 study by the Fraser
Institute, between 1971 and 2015,
abut 600,000 people left Quebec

for other parts of Canada. But the
pandemic triggered a reversal. 

“We’re still in a period of transi-
tion. The remote work phenome-
non has grown exponentially and
gives further incentive for people to
move,” said Jack Jedwab, president
of the Association for Canadian
Studies. Remote work also allows
Ontarians to continue working in
English, insulating them from the
language barrier.

Jedwab said three of his col-
leagues are from Ontario and enjoy
the Montreal lifestyle. 

One of those colleagues, Gillian
Aitken, moved for a job with the
association in 2019. Moving back to
Toronto isn’t on her radar. “I don’t
want to pay higher rent than I am
now. I would need a pay raise to
move back Toronto.” 

On Tuesday, Quebec adopted Bill
96 which limits the use of English
in the courts and public services,
imposing tougher language re-
quirements. 

But Termote said Bill 96 won’t
significantly hinder Ontarians
moving to Quebec, as English can
be used easily in Montreal. People
are also more willing to adapt to
French-speaking regions if the life-
style is better, he added. 

Usher, who doesn’t speak French,
agreed with Termote’s sentiment.

“I’m more willing to learn the lan-
guage just given the life I’m able to
have here,” he said. 

There is another controversial
Quebec law, however, that is mak-
ing the province less attractive for
some, according to a March study
out of McGill and Concordia uni-
versities. 

Bill 21, enacted in 2019, bars people
wearing religious symbols from
holding certain public-sector jobs,
such as teaching and law. It has
been slammed by anti-racism ac-
tivists for disproportionately af-
fecting Muslim women and creat-
ing a “second-class citizenship” for
some religious minorities. 

More than half of students sur-
veyed for the study plan on leaving
Quebec because of the bill, which
they say led to increased harass-
ment and discrimination. Seventy
per cent of respondents said they
have a more negative perception of
the province since Bill 21 passed,
including those who do not wear
religious symbols. 

On the economic front, for the
first time in history, growth in Que-
bec last year outpaced every other
province, with a GDP growth of
more than six per cent. 

“There is low unemployment and
rapid wage increases,” Termote
said. 

Quebec isn’t the only province to
profit off Ontario’s migration losses
in the past year, said Desormeaux.
In a report, he said a record number
of people left Ontario — more than
100,000 — for different provinces.

In 2021, about 9,000 Ontarians
moved to Nova Scotia and about
6,000 to New Brunswick.

But Ontario, especially the GTA,
will continue to remain a work des-
tination for many. More than
198,500 immigrants arrived in On-
tario last year, up sharply from
153,000 in pre-pandemic 2019, ac-
cording to the province. 

“Toronto is a cosmopolitan city,
and a financial and a tech hub. It’s a
city that will always be attractive to
people globally,” Desormeaux said.
“We need to focus on having more
housing supply and ensuring pol-
icy-makers focus on making hous-
ing a priority.”

For the first
time since the
1970s, more
Ontarians are
moving to
Quebec than
Quebecers
heading to
Ontario.
Andrew Usher
is one of them,
and is now
home shopping
in Montreal due
to the lower
cost of living
and condo
prices.
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Affordability, flex work
prompting Ontarians
to move to Quebec
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